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The Works and Days of Hesiod: A Guide to Ancient Greek Life 
 

The Works and Days is a didactic epic poem written by the ancient Greek poet Hesiod, who is believed 

to have lived during the 8th century BCE. It is one of Hesiod's most famous works, alongside the 

Theogony, and is considered one of the most important works of 

ancient Greek literature. The Works and Days serve as a guide to 

life in ancient Greece, providing practical advice on farming, 

morality, and social relations. This essay will explore the key 

themes and significance of the Works and Days, its influence on 

ancient Greek culture, and its lasting impact on Western 

civilization. 

 

Key Themes 

1. Farming and Agriculture: A significant portion of the Works 

and Days is devoted to practical advice on farming and 

agriculture. Hesiod provides detailed instructions on 

planting, harvesting, and storing crops, as well as on the 

care of animals. He also discusses the importance of hard 

work and planning in farming and the need to respect the 

gods and the natural world. 

 

2. Morality and Justice: Another key theme of the Works and Days is morality and justice. Hesiod 

discusses the importance of living a virtuous and just life, and the consequences of immorality 

and injustice. He also provides practical advice on social relations, such as the importance of 

honoring one's parents and treating others with kindness and respect. 

 

3. The Myth of Pandora: The Works and Days also includes the myth of Pandora, the first woman, 

who was created by the gods as a punishment for mankind. According to Hesiod, Pandora 

opened a jar (often referred to as "Pandora's box") releasing all the evils of the world, except for 

hope, which remained inside. This myth serves as a cautionary tale about the dangers of 

curiosity and disobedience. 

 

Significance of the Works and Days 

1. Guide to Ancient Greek Life: The Works and Days serves as a valuable guide to life in ancient 

Greece. It provides practical advice on farming and agriculture, which were crucial aspects of life 

in ancient Greece. It also provides insight into the moral and social values of the ancient Greeks, 

and the importance they placed on living a virtuous and just life. 
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2. Literary Influence: The Works and Days is considered one of the most important works of 

ancient Greek literature. It influenced later Greek and Roman writers, such as Virgil and Ovid, 

who drew on its themes and imagery for their own works. 

3. Philosophical Influence: The Works and Days also influenced the development of ancient Greek 

philosophy. Its emphasis on hard work, planning, and respect for the natural world and the gods 

influenced the ethical teachings of philosophers such as Plato and Aristotle. 

 

Lasting Impact on Western Civilization 

The Works and Days has had a lasting impact on Western civilization. Its themes of farming and 

agriculture, morality and justice, and the myth of Pandora have been reflected in Western art, 

literature, and philosophy throughout history. 

 

1. Influence on Art and Literature: The themes 

and imagery of the Works and Days have been 

depicted in art and literature throughout 

Western civilization. For example, the 

Renaissance artists Titian and Tintoretto 

depicted scenes from the myth of Pandora in 

their paintings. 

 

2. Influence on Philosophy: The Works and Days 

influenced the development of Western philosophy. Its emphasis on hard work, planning, and 

respect for the natural world and the gods influenced the ethical teachings of philosophers such 

as Thomas Aquinas and Immanuel Kant. 

 

3. Influence on Modern Farming: The practical advice on farming and agriculture in the Works and 

Days has influenced modern farming practices. Hesiod's emphasis on planning, hard work, and 

respect for the natural world and the gods are principles that are still followed by many farmers 

today. 

 

The Works and Days of Hesiod is a valuable guide to life in ancient Greece and serves as a key source 

for our understanding of ancient Greek culture and society. Its themes of farming and agriculture, 

morality and justice, and the myth of Pandora reflect the beliefs and values of the ancient Greeks and 

have had a lasting impact on Western civilization. The influence of the Works and Days can be seen in 

art, literature, philosophy, and modern farming practices, and its impact continues to be felt to this day. 
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