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Ancient Corinth: A City of Commerce and Culture 
 

Ancient Corinth was one of the most important and affluent cities in Greece. Located on the narrow 

stretch of land known as the Isthmus of Corinth, it served as a vital crossroads between mainland 

Greece and the Peloponnese, as well as between the Aegean and Ionian seas. Its strategic location, 

combined with its natural resources and skilled workforce, made Corinth a powerhouse of trade, 

culture, and military strength in the ancient world. This essay will provide an overview of ancient 

Corinth, its history, society, and key events that shaped its development, as well as its impact on the 

wider world.  

 

I. Early History 

Corinth was founded in the Neolithic 

period (5000-3000 BCE) but rose to 

prominence in the early Archaic period 

(800-480 BCE). The Corinthians were 

known for their craftsmanship and 

artistic abilities, and they played a key 

role in the development of ancient 

Greek art and architecture. They are 

credited with inventing the Corinthian 

column, a decorative form of column 

that was later adopted by the Romans 

and used extensively in Western 

architecture. 

 

II. Society and Economy 

Corinth was a thriving commercial center in the ancient world. Its location on the Isthmus made it a 

natural hub for overland and sea trade routes, and it controlled the traffic between the Aegean and 

Ionian seas. Corinth was famous for its wealth, and its citizens enjoyed a high standard of living. The 

city was known for its production of fine pottery, bronze work, and textiles. Corinthian pottery was 

highly prized and widely traded throughout the Mediterranean world. The city was also famous for 

its production of raisins, which were a major export. 

 

The society of Corinth was organized along typical ancient Greek lines, with a ruling class of citizens 

who participated in the government and a lower class of non-citizens and slaves who worked the 

land and served the state. However, Corinth was also known for its relatively liberal attitude 

towards foreigners, and many non-Greeks lived and worked in the city. 
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III. Religion and Culture 

Religion played a central role in the 

life of the Corinthians. The city was 

home to several important temples, 

including the Temple of Apollo, one 

of the oldest stone temples in 

Greece. The Isthmian Games, one of 

the four Panhellenic Games of 

ancient Greece, were held in Corinth 

every two years. These games were 

second only to the Olympic Games in 

importance and included athletic 

contests, musical competitions, and 

horse races. 

Corinth was also known for its 

cultural achievements. The city was home to several famous poets, philosophers, and artists, 

including the lyric poet Bacchylides and the sculptor Lysippus. Corinthian art and architecture were 

highly influential, and their styles were widely imitated throughout the ancient world. 

 

IV. Key Events 

1. The Tyranny of Cypselus (657-627 BCE): In the 7th century BCE, Corinth was ruled by a series of 

tyrants, the most famous of which was Cypselus. He seized power in 657 BCE and ruled for 30 

years. His reign was relatively peaceful, and he was a patron of the arts and public works. His 

son, Periander, succeeded him as tyrant and ruled until 587 BCE. Periander's reign was marked 

by increased trade and prosperity, but also by cruelty and repression. 

 

2. The Corinthian War (395-386 BCE): In the 4th century BCE, Corinth became involved in a series 

of conflicts with its neighbors, culminating in the Corinthian War. This conflict pitted Corinth and 

its allies against Sparta and its allies and was fought over control of the region. The war ended in 

a stalemate, and the subsequent peace treaty recognized the independence of the city-states 

but left Sparta as the dominant power in Greece. 

 

3. The Macedonian Conquest (338 BCE): In 338 BCE, Corinth was conquered by Philip II of 

Macedon after the Battle of Chaeronea. The city became a key strategic base for the 

Macedonians and was later used by Alexander the Great as a launching point for his conquest of 

Asia. 
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4. The Roman Conquest (146 BCE): In 146 BCE, Corinth was conquered by the Romans and 

completely destroyed. The city was later rebuilt by Julius Caesar in 44 BCE and became an 

important center of trade and administration in the Roman Empire. 

 

Ancient Corinth was a key player in the ancient Mediterranean world. Its strategic location, economic 

prosperity, and cultural achievements made it one of the most important and influential cities in 

ancient Greece. From its early days as a center of trade and craftsmanship to its later role as a military 

and administrative hub for the Macedonians and Romans, Corinth played a crucial role in shaping the 

history and culture of the ancient world. Today, the ruins of ancient Corinth serve as a reminder of the 

city's past glory and its enduring legacy. 

 

 

 

 

 


