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Cleopatra VII and	Rome	
	
 

Cleopatra VII Philopator, known to history simply as Cleopatra, 
remains one of the most intriguing and powerful women in ancient 
history. Her life was marked by ambition, intellect, and political 
astuteness, which she wielded to navigate the treacherous waters of 
the late Hellenistic period and the burgeoning power of Rome. Her 
reign as the last active ruler of the Ptolemaic Kingdom of Egypt was 
a time of political upheaval and transformation. 
 

Early Life and Path to Power 
Cleopatra was born in early 69 BCE into the Ptolemaic dynasty, a 

family of Macedonian Greek origin that ruled Egypt following Alexander the Great's death. 
Cleopatra's family had ruled Egypt for nearly three centuries and was known for its ruthless 
power struggles. Cleopatra, Iluent in multiple languages and educated in a variety of disciplines, 
ascended to the throne in 51 BCE, co-ruling with her father, Ptolemy XII Auletes, and after his 
death, with her brothers, whom she married as per Egyptian custom—Iirst Ptolemy XIII and 
then Ptolemy XIV. 
 

Cleopatra's Reign and Roman Relations 
Cleopatra's rule was initially challenged by her brother Ptolemy XIII, leading to civil strife. 
During this time, Julius Caesar arrived in Alexandria following his pursuit of Pompey into Egypt. 
Cleopatra, realizing the advantage of Roman support, sought an alliance with Caesar, which 
culminated in the defeat of her brother and her reinstatement as queen. She bore Caesar a son, 
Ptolemy XV, commonly known as Caesarion, meaning "little Caesar." 
Following Caesar's assassination in 44 BCE, Cleopatra aligned with Mark Antony, who, along 
with Octavian and Lepidus, formed the Second Triumvirate, ruling Rome in the wake of Caesar's 
death. Cleopatra and Antony's relationship was both romantic and political. They had three 
children together, and Antony's support was crucial in maintaining Cleopatra's position in Egypt. 
 

The Battle of Actium and its Aftermath 

Cleopatra's involvement with Antony eventually led to a direct conIlict with Octavian, who 
declared war not on Antony but speciIically on Cleopatra, framing the conIlict as a battle to save 
Rome from a foreign queen's inIluence. The naval Battle of Actium in 31 BCE was a decisive 
victory for Octavian. Cleopatra and Antony retreated to Egypt, where they ultimately took their 
own lives in 30 BCE, according to the traditional accounts—Cleopatra by the bite of an asp, and 
Antony by his own sword after receiving false news of Cleopatra's death. 
 

Cleopatra's Legacy 
Cleopatra's legacy is complex; she is often remembered for her legendary seductions of Caesar 
and Antony, which has overshadowed her considerable skills as a ruler. She was a diplomat, a 
naval commander, a linguist, and a medical author. Her reign was a time of cultural and 
scientiIic achievement, marked by economic prosperity and signiIicant architectural projects. 
The image of Cleopatra has been immortalized by numerous works of art, plays, and Iilms, most 
often portraying her as a Iigure of dramatic romance and tragic destiny. 
Cleopatra was the last Pharaoh of Egypt, and with her death, Egypt became a province of the 
Roman Empire, marking the end of both the Hellenistic era and the age of the Egyptian 
Pharaohs. She has since remained an enduring Iigure in history and popular culture, a symbol 
of power, intelligence, and allure, whose impact continues to resonate through the centuries. 
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Julius Caesar and Cleopatra 
 

 

Julius Caesar and Cleopatra VII stand as two of the most prominent Iigures in ancient history, 
renowned not only for their individual achievements but also for their famous liaison, which has 
been immortalized by playwrights, historians, and Iilmmakers through the centuries. Their 
alliance was as much a political maneuver as it was a personal entanglement, and it 
signiIicantly inIluenced the power dynamics within the Roman Republic and Egypt. 
 

Cleopatra: The Last Pharaoh of Egypt 
Cleopatra VII Philopator was the last active ruler of the Ptolemaic Kingdom of Egypt. Although 
she was born in Alexandria, the capital of Ptolemaic Egypt, her family origins trace back to 
Ptolemy I Soter, one of Alexander the Great's generals. Cleopatra was a politically astute 
monarch known for her intelligence, charisma, and, according to legend, her striking beauty. She 
was a linguist and a diplomat, capable of speaking several languages and was the Iirst in her 
line to learn the Egyptian language. 
 

Caesar's Arrival in Egypt 
The romance of Julius Caesar and Cleopatra began in 48 BCE, when Caesar pursued his rival 
Pompey into Egypt following the Battle of Pharsalus. After the murder of Pompey by Egyptian 
courtiers, Caesar found himself embroiled in the Egyptian political intrigue. Cleopatra, who was 
in dispute with her brother and co-ruler Ptolemy XIII, sought to solidify her grip on the throne 
and saw an alliance with Caesar as a means to her end. 

 

The Famous Encounter 
Cleopatra's Iirst encounter with Caesar is the stuff of legend. She 
was smuggled into the royal palace in Alexandria wrapped in a 
carpet, or, according to some accounts, a linen sack, and was 
delivered to Caesar's private quarters. This audacious 
introduction led to a liaison that would change the course of 
Egyptian and Roman history. 
 

The Political Alliance 
The relationship between Caesar and Cleopatra was as much 
about power as it was about passion. For Caesar, Cleopatra was 
a key ally in a strategically important region, while for Cleopatra, 
Caesar was a protector against her internal and external 

Cleopatra	&	Caesarean as Pharaoh,	Ptolemy	
XV,	Temple	of	Dendera	
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enemies, including her brother. Their alliance was cemented by the birth of their son, Ptolemy 
XV Philopator Philometor Caesar, popularly known as Caesarion, whom Cleopatra claimed was 
Caesar's heir. 
 

Aftermath and the Fall of the Republic 
After Caesar's assassination in 44 BCE, Cleopatra returned to Egypt, where she would later meet 
Mark Antony, one of Caesar’s closest allies. Their subsequent affair and political alliance led to 
the Iinal war of the Roman Republic. Antony and Cleopatra's combined forces were defeated by 
Octavian, Caesar's adopted son and future Emperor Augustus, at the Battle of Actium in 31 BCE. 
This defeat marked the end of Ptolemaic rule in Egypt and the beginning of the Roman Empire. 
 

Legacy 
The story of Julius Caesar and Cleopatra is more than a tale of romance; it symbolizes the 
complexities of power relationships in the ancient world. Their liaison signiIied the union of 
two signiIicant realms, each represented by a leader of considerable prowess. The ramiIications 
of their alliance affected the political landscape of the time, leading to the end of the Roman 
Republic and the rise of the Empire, as well as the conclusion of the millennia-old Egyptian 
monarchy. Their story has continued to captivate the imagination, emblematic of how personal 
relationships can alter the course of history. 
 

 

 

Marc Antoni and Cleopatra 
 

The story of Mark Antony and Cleopatra VII is one of the most famous 
love affairs in history, immortalized by playwrights, historians, and artists 
over the centuries. Their alliance was both a passionate romance and a 
political partnership, which ultimately led to their downfall and the 
consolidation of the Roman Empire under Octavian, later known as 
Augustus. 
 

Mark Antony: Roman General and Politician 

Mark Antony (Marcus Antonius) was a Roman politician and general, a 
close ally of Julius Caesar. He was a member of the Second Triumvirate 
alongside Octavian and Lepidus, formed to defeat Caesar's assassins. 
Antony was known for his military acumen, charismatic leadership, and, 
later in his career, his alliance with Cleopatra, Queen of Egypt. 
 

Cleopatra: The Last Pharaoh of Egypt 
Cleopatra VII, the last active ruler of the Ptolemaic Kingdom of Egypt, was renowned for her 
intelligence, political savvy, and purported beauty. Following the death of Julius Caesar, with 
whom she had a son, Caesarion, Cleopatra sought to secure her throne and the future of Egypt 
amidst the tumultuous power struggles of the Roman Republic's waning days. 
 

The Meeting of Antony and Cleopatra 
Antony and Cleopatra Iirst met in 41 BCE, when Antony summoned Cleopatra to Tarsus (in 
modern-day Turkey) to answer for her alleged support of Cassius, one of Caesar's assassins. 
According to Plutarch, Cleopatra arrived on a magniIicent ship with purple sails, dressed as the 
goddess Aphrodite, and captivated Antony with her charm and wit. This meeting marked the 
beginning of their storied romance and political alliance. 
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Their Alliance and Its Implications  
Antony's relationship with Cleopatra quickly evolved from a 
political alliance to a deep personal connection. Cleopatra 
bore Antony three children: Alexander Helios, Cleopatra 
Selene, and Ptolemy Philadelphus. Antony's involvement with 
Cleopatra, combined with his estrangement from Octavian, led 
to increasing tensions within the Triumvirate. Antony's 
decision to divorce Octavian's sister, Octavia, in favor of 
Cleopatra, was seen as a betrayal of Rome and a sign of his 
shifting loyalties towards Egypt. 
 

The Battle of Actium 

The conIlict between Octavian and Antony culminated in the 
Battle of Actium in 31 BCE, a decisive naval engagement off 
the western coast of Greece. Antony and Cleopatra's forces were defeated by Octavian's Ileet, 
commanded by Agrippa. The defeat was not just a military loss but also a signiIicant 
propaganda blow, as Octavian had successfully portrayed the conIlict as a battle to defend Rome 
against the oriental queen's inIluence. 
 

The Tragic End 

Following their defeat at Actium, Antony and Cleopatra retreated to Alexandria. As Octavian's 
forces closed in, Antony received false news of Cleopatra's suicide and, in despair, took his own 
life. Cleopatra, upon hearing of Antony's death, and facing the prospect of being paraded 
through Rome as Octavian's captive, chose to end her life as well, reportedly by allowing an asp 
to bite her. 
 

Legacy 
The story of Mark Antony and Cleopatra has resonated through history as a tale of love, power, 
and tragedy. Their alliance and subsequent defeat marked the end of the Roman Republic and 
the Ptolemaic Kingdom, paving the way for the rise of the Roman Empire under Augustus. Their 
lives and deaths have been romanticized in literature and art, symbolizing the destructive yet 
compelling nature of their partnership. The legacy of Antony and Cleopatra serves as a 
testament to the enduring power of their story, a blend of historical reality and mythic allure. 
 

 

 

The Death of Cleopatra 
& Marc Antony

• Cleopatra committed suicide by  
Snakebite!
• Antony kills himself with his Sword.

• Egypt was annexed to the Roman Empire.


